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AP Biology 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
 
The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college-level introductory biology course. The intent of the 
course is to expose students to higher-level biological principles, concepts, and skills and allow them the opportunity to 
apply their knowledge to real-life applications. Students are expected to learn not by memorization of facts, but through 
content and concept application by the way of the AP Biology science practices. 
 
In AP Biology, the teacher serves as the facilitator while the students develop as independent thinkers and learners, 
especially through inquiry-based laboratory investigations. Many concepts that are considered prerequisite knowledge 
for the course can be reviewed as home study through the use of resources such as assigned websites, web quests, 
and journal articles. In class, students are given opportunities to learn, and apply their knowledge, through the process of 
inquiry and project-based learning.  
 
Students who take AP Biology develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for collecting 
data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and connecting concepts in and across content areas. The result will 
be readiness for the study of advanced topics in subsequent college courses — a goal of every AP course. 
 
Students in AP Biology will use various types of activities to aid and deepen their conceptual understanding and learning. 
Some of these strategies and tools include note cards/concept cards, hands-on activities, demonstrations, class discussion, 
projects and online activities.  
 
The level of expectation for this type of course is very high. Only students who are truly committed to high standards of 
excellence and commitment will succeed in AP Biology. This course is taught in the anticipation of having students take 
the Advanced Placement Exam in Biology and do well.  
 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: 
A summer assignment is required for this course. An overview of the summer assignment, with a rubric is on the next 
page. All materials for competing the summer assignment will be on Mrs. Williams’s Website 
https://www.thebiologylounge.com/ap-biology.html,	and	the	AP	Biology	Google	Classroom	page	(join	code:	
pfle4z4).	
 
TEXTBOOK 

• Campbell Biology In Focus, AP® Edition, 1e 2014, Pearson Benjamin Cummings. 

EXAM REGISTRATION 
• Exam registration will be in EARLY FALL, so it is a good idea to start saving money for your AP exams (~$97 

for the first, $75 for additional) throughout the summer.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

• Email: misty.williams@yukonps.com and/or erin.regier@yukonps.com 

• Remind: You should join Mrs. Williams’s Remind account for the summer, but you may also join Mrs. Regier’s 
account when you have your schedule. Remind accounts will be “cleaned up” when school starts. 

o Mrs. Williams - Join through the Remind app or Text @yhsapbio to 81010 

o Mrs. Regier - Join through the Remind app or Text @19-20apbio to 81010 

• Website: http://www.thebiologylounge.com/ap-biology.html 
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AP Biology Summer Assignment 
 
There are four (4) things that you MUST complete for the summer assignment.  
 

1. Join the Google Classroom. Before August 1st, go to http://www.thebiologylounge.com/ap-
biology.html and join the Google classroom for AP Biology.  While you are there, review the 
information on both pages. All online summer assignments will be posted on Google Classroom. The 
remainder of the website is password protected; please message Mrs. Williams for the password if you 
would like to preview the course. 

2. Prepare your notebooks. All students should come to class on the first day of school with TWO quad-
ruled and ONE lined cardboard cover composition notebook(s). There is some preparation that must be 
done before the first day of school. See the AP Biology website for specific 
instructions on preparing your notebooks. 

3. Get a study guide. Students will also need a copy of a good study guide 
before school starts. This can also assist you in completing the online 
summer assignments.  
• You may choose the one that best fits your style of learning, but the Test 

Prep Series AP Biology for Campbell Biology Programs is highly 
recommend as it is based on the textbook.  

• It is recommended that you work through the chapter on The Chemistry 
of Life (p. 29-42 in the recommended text) over the summer to review; we 
do not focus on a study of Chemistry because you should already have 
that knowledge prior to entering this course.  

• A study guide will be an essential part of your study and a useful tool for your reference. 
4. Complete the required, online summer assignments: 

• Online assignments will be posted on the AP Biology Summer Assignment Google Classroom. 
1) You may complete the assignments in an order. 
2) You will submit digital copies/pictures of your work. 

• Online assignments are designed to help you  
1) prepare for the start of the course 
2) review material that is considered prior knowledge 
3) identify and develop your particular methods of study. 

• You will use your lined, cardboard cover composition notebook to complete assignments, as well as 
the online websites, videos, and google classroom.  

• All work is due by 11:59 the night before school starts, however, procrastination on your part is not 
advised.  
 

The AP Biology Online Assignments are due 8-14-18 at 11:59 pm. 


